
TUCC
Grants Report

2025

The mission of the Toronto United Church Council  
(TUCC) is connecting resources with ministry. 
Through our portfolio of thirty-eight restricted and 
designated funds, TUCC allocates grants annually 
to communities of faith and social agencies. These 
grants are aimed at fostering innovative ministry, 
supporting social justice, contributing to 
community relief projects, facilitating and 
supporting United Church camping in the Shining 
Waters Region, promoting reconciliation initiatives, 
o�ering leadership training, and recognizing the 
contributions of youth and young adult volunteers.

In 2025 TUCC granted $1,042,760
to programs and ministries.

This substantial amount is a testament to the 
collective vision, dreams, and generosity of 
individuals, UCW groups, congregations, and 
former presbyteries and extension councils. These 
stakeholders chose to partner and invest in the 
Church now and in the future, within the regions 
served by TUCC, by actively participating in 
establishing designated funds.



In 2025, two designated funds demonstrated how TUCC supports meaningful ministry through its grant 
programs:

The Leslie and Anna Davenport Fund

Established in January 1990 from a generous legacy gi� entrusted to TUCC, the Leslie and Anna 
Davenport Fund supports ministry initiatives that respond to social challenges in the regions we serve. 
Grants from the fund prioritize programs that approach community well-being with a holistic, 
long-term, and systemic lens, with preference given to innovative, community-rooted initiatives that 
move beyond immediate relief to foster lasting transformation.

In 2025, grants between $2,000.00 and $5,000.00 were awarded to: 

• Hillcrest Lodge, a housing program for vulnerable seniors;
• Norwood United Church in support of East Central Ontario Regional Council’s Cultivating 

Excellence in Ministry Gathering;
• The United Church Korean Network for their spring 2025 gathering;
• Trinity-St. Andrew’s United Church to assist with hosting The Witness Blanket exhibit;
• Pilgrim United Church in support of Here from the Beginning, an exhibit showcasing the 

contributions and experiences of Black people within the United Church;
• And The Tri-Regional Council’s Great Lakes Creation Collaborative Retreat.

Two Funds Creating Lasting Change

Spotlight on The Witness Blanket

In the fall of 2025, a grant from TUCC’s Leslie and Anna 
Davenport Fund assisted Trinity-St. Andrew’s United Church 
with their e�orts to bring a travelling replica of  The Witness 
Blanket to Cannington, Ontario. Created by Indigenous artist 
Carey Newman to honour residential school Survivors, The 
Witness Blanket contains hundreds of items contributed by 
Survivors, each telling a part of the painful story of this 
chapter in our Church's (and Canada's) history.

Over the six week period that The Witness Blanket was on 
display in the sanctuary, more than 3,000 visitors came to 
bear witness including school groups, and individuals from 
across the country and beyond.  For Trinity-St. Andrews, this 
was an opportunity to educate themselves and their 
neighbours about the  tragic history and ongoing impact of 
residential schools and to extend an invitation to consider the 
actions we all might take towards reconciliation and Indigenous 
justice.

If your community of faith is interested in hosting The Witness 
Blanket, you can learn more by visiting TUCC’s CHURCHx e-learning 
platform for an interview with Sharon Woodrow of Trinity-St. 
Andrew’s: tinyurl.com/churchx-witnessblanket
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The Halton United Church Extension Council Fund

The Halton United Church Extension Council Fund (HUCEC 
Fund), stewarded by the Toronto United Church Council 
(TUCC), provides grants of up to $20,000 to support 
churches and communities of faith within Horseshoe Falls 
Regional Council in making their facilities more accessible. 
Established by the former Extension Council in partnership 
with TUCC, the fund is grounded in the belief that 
accessibility goes beyond physical modifications. It 
includes a wide range of adaptations that promote 
inclusion, enhance safety, and ensure all individuals feel 
welcomed and supported in communities of faith.

In 2025, two grants were made from the HUCEC Fund.

• St. Stephen’s on the Hill United Church: With an aging 
congregation and space rental to a Montessori School, 
St. Stephens recognized the need to renovate and install 
an accessible washroom for those using the building as 
part of regular Church activities or for special events. In 
addition to fundraising undertaken by the community of faith, a 
$20,000 HUCEC Fund grant ensured the project was completed in 
late 2025.

• Colborne Village United Church: The gym at Colborne Village 
required navigating an 8-step set of stairs, prohibiting those with 
mobility issues from participating in activities taking place in this 
space. A HUCEC grant of $20,000 funded the installation of a 
chairli�, increasing rental opportunities and making tangible the 
congregation’s values of accessiblity and inclusion.

As United Church people, inclusion, justice, and welcome are central to our faith. A commitment to 
accessibility in our buildings is an expression of radical hospitality and love of neighbour as well as an 
important part of faithful stewardship of church property and a practical responsibility to serve people of all 
ages and abilities. Through the HUCEC Fund, TUCC is proud to work with communities of faith to help ensure 
that everyone truly belongs and is equipped to participate in the life and mission of the church.

 

The grants distributed in 2025, summarized on the following pages, reflect TUCC’s pride and 
gratitude in supporting essential ministries and initiatives. Each allocation represents a 
tangible contribution to a broader ministry project and underscores our commitment to 
facilitating impactful and purposeful support within and beyond our doors.
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George Armstrong Fund Church Development & Leadership $34,974.38

H.M. Corbett Legacy Fund Camping Opportunities Fund (COF) $229.84

St. Andrew’s/St. Mark’s Church Development & Leadership $16,705.39

Ellen & Gertrude 
Muldrew Fund Church Development & Leadership $1,321.75

St. Enoch’s Fund Fred Victor Mission $9,000.00

Community Relief Fund North York Korean United Church 
Care & Wellness Day $5,000.00

Davenport Interest Fund Hillcrest Lodge, The UCC Korean Network spring 
gathering; Norwood United Church Cultivating 
Excellence in Ministry gathering; Trinity St. 
Andrews United Church Witness Blanket exhibit; 
Pilgrim United Church Here From the Beginning 
exhibit, The Tri-Regional Council's Great Lakes 
Creation Collaborative Retreat

$20,750.00

Granting Fund Supported Ministry/Program/Grant Recipient Amount ($)

Glebe Road United Church 
Fund Glebe Road United Church $16,000.00

Patterson Camp Big 
Canoe Fund

Camp Big Canoe camperships $12,250.00

Wesceneaskin Legacy 
Fund

Property taxes for four Shining Waters United 
Church camps $10,047.00

Ryde Lake Camp Fund Ryde Lake Camp $21,631.55

Nancy Peters Fund Abiona Centre (formerly the Massey Centre) $22,787.00

CRC Program Fund Fred Victor $14,860.84

Camp Scugog Council 
Capital Fund Camp Scugog capital expenses $36,491.82

Camp Big Canoe Capital 
Fund Camp Big Canoe capital expenses $855.40

Lillian Massey-Treble 
Fund

Birchcli� Blu�s United Church community garden; 
Islington United Church hydroponic garden $10,000.00
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Camp Big Canoe Council
Fund Camp Big Canoe capital expenses $947.00

Camp Simpresca Council 
Fund Camp Simpresca capital expenses $12,000.00

Camping Opportunities 
Endowment Fund

Camperships for five Shining Waters 
United Church camps $26,520.54

David & Anne Patterson 
Camping Fund

Shining Waters camps - camperships & capital 
expenses. $164,000.00

Vincent Alfano Fund Ecumenical Campus Ministry, Guelph; ECOR 
Bible Woolies; Centennial Albert United Church 
internship

$20,000.00

Granting Fund Supported Ministry/Program/Grant Recipient Amount ($)

Doug Varey Fund Sprucedale United Church Dragonfly 
Cafe $5,000.00

TSEP Major Capital Fund Regent Park Ministry & Tamil Church Mission $91,000.00

Winston & Merle Roach 
Fund

Camp Big Canoe and Ryde Lake Camp – 
Black leadership summer sta� $3,000.00

Trinity UC (Peterborough) 
Outreach

Three outreach charities in Peterborough $39,720.00

James Baillie Fund Baillie youth awards and needs-based grants; 
Gibimishkaadimin

$30,000.00

Church of the Master 
Fund Camping Opportunities Fund (COF) $1,179.52

Peterborough Presbytery 
Extension Council Fund

St. James United Church meeting 
technology $2,700.00

Halton United Church 
Extension Council Fund

Colborne Village and St. Stephen's on the Hill 
accessibility grants $40,000.00

Four Winds Development 
Corporation Fund

Westbrook United Church $1,854.36

Dorothy L. Amos Legacy 
Fund Twelve charities $167,033.07

Camping Opportunities 
Fund

Camperships for five Shining Waters 
United Church camps $204,900.49
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Leave a Legacy That Lasts for Generations
At The Toronto United Church Council, we are privileged to witness the transformative power of legacy 
gi�s—gi�s made with vision, faith, and a deep commitment to the Church’s future. Through the generosity 
of individuals, couples, UCWs, communities of faith, former presbyteries and extension councils, we see 
how one act of giving can ripple outward, touching the lives of hundreds of individuals and communities of 
faith for decades.

Will you consider making a gi� that lasts?

Leaving a legacy is a powerful way to ensure that your vision for a thriving, vibrant Church lives on. 
A legacy gi� to TUCC supports the Church’s work for generations to come, 
creating opportunities and inspiring hope for those who will follow. 
Together, we can grow a Church ready to meet the future with courage, 
compassion, and faith.

Current Gi�s Contact Us!
To learn more about how you can make a 
current gi� or leave a legacy with TUCC, or for 
information about TUCC’s granting programs, 
please contact Janice Meighan, Director of 
Fundraising and Donor Care:

Email: janice@tucc.ca 
Phone: 905-771-5124 x22.

Or visit our website at www.tucc.ca

We welcome your donations to many of the 
funds that enable impactful grants to 
happen, including the Camping 
Opportunities Fund, the Vincent Alfano 
Fund, the Winston & Merle Roach Camp 
Leadership Fund, our General Fund, and the 
Community Relief Fund. At TUCC, we are 
profoundly grateful for the individuals, 
groups and communities of faith whose 
generosity makes these vital ministries 
possible. Every contribution—big or 
small—becomes a meaningful part of our 
Church’s ongoing story of faith, hope, and 
love. Please visit our website to learn more 
about the ways to give.


