TUCC

Introducing the 2025 Baillie Volunteer Service Award Recipients
Jay Armstrong (Islington United, Shining Waters)

A part of the Islington community for 10+ years, Jay serves as a key
support of Islington’s Youth and Young Adult Ministry. They assist with
retreats and fundraising, for example, supporting Islington’s Week of
Guided Prayer Team with beautiful artwork to deepen the experience of
participants. As an integral member of the Affirm Team, Jay researches
educational material to help deepen the congregation’s understanding
of issues affecting the LGBTQ2S community. Jay has offered leadership
in pronoun workshops and shared their artistic talents to further this
work, designing information stations and providing educational
information. Jay is also a faithful member of the Mabelle Foodbank
team, serving over 200 families weekly. Jay is a compassionate and
caring advocate for vulnerable people and seeks out opportunities to
serve and give voice to those facing injustice.

Stella Bonsu (New Vision United, Horseshoe Falls)

Stella has been active in the church life of New Vision since her arrival in
Canada last autumn as a newcomer seeking asylum. She cheerfully
helps with preparing and cleanup after varied events, including church
feasts of African meals. She has also helped in ushering and taking
tickets for entertainment events booked in the church’s auditorium. As
New Vision is a lay-led congregation, Stella participates in reading
scripture and prayers during services. She is an encouragement to her
peers and radiates positivity.

Taylor Carpenter (St. John’s United Georgetown & Glen Williams,
Horseshoe Falls)

Taylor has been a member of St. John's United for three years. He is a
member of the Social Justice & Outreach Committee and volunteers
with Hike for Hospice, the Coldest Night of the Year Walk, etc. He helps
every month with Ev's Kitchen (offering a home cooked meal to the
community) and is at St. John’s every Tuesday for Food 4 Life, a
program that helps people who are food insecure. He is also a part of
the set up/resetting team for The Sanctuary Concert Hall, which is
tasked with accommodating concert patrons in the sanctuary. He is a
member of Community Unity Halton Hills as a representative of St.
John's, undertaking community-based project such as the Easter Basket
Brigade, the fall yard clean-up, and Food From the Heart.
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Beau Dickinson (Trinity United Huntsville, Shining Waters)

At Trinity United Church in Huntsville, Beau Dickinson volunteers with
the children’s Light Beamers program. Beau started with assisting the
children to complete the check in routine as well as helping with the art
activity. Beau supports the children to light the Christ candle and assists
them collecting money and giving change during Trinity’s Christmas
market. Beau has recently been taking more of a leadership role with
the Light Beamers. On several Sundays, he has prepared the lesson,
always has an experiment that relates, and an activity to finish the
lesson. Beau is timely, a very hard worker, willing to contribute in any
way he can to the program. Beau has a strong faith and shares his
knowledge generously.

Jordan Kumar (Morgan's Point-Fork's Road East Pastoral Charge,
Horseshoe Falls)

Jordan Kumar is an active member of Morgan’s Point United, leading
Sunday School on a regular basis. She is always prepared with a lesson
plan, activities, and crafts for the children. Her positive attitude radiates
with every person she meets and she can always be counted on to help
with church activities, from leading the weekly Vacation Bible school in
July to helping out at the Designer Purse Bingo fundraiser. She is an
active member of the Morgan’s Point UCW and recently experienced
helping women in India. Jordan is also a part of a non-profit group
called Inspire Her Niagara. She co-led an event talking about successful
women in Stem, alongside guest speakers from universities.

Jordyn Lesser (Westminster United Whitby, East Central Ontario)

Over the past year, Jordyn has participated in numerous initiatives that
demonstrate her commitment to growing in faith and service. Jordyn
was a participant in a 2024 El Salvador Mission Awareness Trip, an
experience that allowed her to connect with global partners and
deepen her understanding of justice issues. She shared her learnings
with the congregation during a service and as the guest speaker at a
UCW event. Jordyn consistently steps up wherever there is need. She
has assisted at Westminster’s Pancake Supper, Valentine's Community
Dinner, annual UCW Potluck, Yard Sale, intergenerational ADVENTure
Day program, and Easter Eggstravaganza. As a member of
Westminster’s Youth Group, Jordyn participates in community clean-
ups, creates thoughtful cards for residents of local nursing homes, and
contributes to group events that foster connection among her peers.
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Aislinn Main (Westminster United Orangeville, Western Ontario
Waterways)

Aislinn has been a member of Westminster’s youth church program for
six years and has been consistently active in its outreach activities. She
has organized students from her high school to join the youth group for
a community clean up, organized and advertised the youth church
community food drive for a local food bank, and tide pod and belt
collection for a men’s shelter. Aislinn championed the need for
Westminster to formally become an affirming congregation and was an
integral part of the affirming team; speaking to the congregation
multiple times throughout the affirming journey. She has helped
represent Westminster at the church’s Celebrate your Awesome booth
(Orangeville’s Pride event). Aislinn participates in youth led services,
regularly co-leads children’s church, and is a leader in her high school
community with PINK day and climate initiatives.

Graydon Marshall (East End Regional Ministry, Shining Waters)

Graydon served as East End’s technology volunteer from 2022 to 2024.
Every Sunday during this period, Graydon played a key role in running
the tech booth and managing the audio-visual components used during
worship services. His dedicated service enabled East End’s services to be
livestreamed, allowing shut-ins, seniors, and those with mobility
challenges to participate in worship services virtually from their homes.
Graydon has consistently prioritized his service to the East End
community. In 2022, he served as a Day Camp Youth Leader, helping to
run various activities for youths in attendance, and in the summer of
2021, he volunteered weekly at the church-run foodbank.

Abigail (Abby) Pergau (Burton Avenue United, Shining Waters)

At Burton Avenue United, Abby is an active member of the youth group
called Youth Inc. They meet twice monthly as well as providing
hospitality at three annual fundraising dinners. Abby has served at every
dinner, engaging and caring for people who attend. Abby is a member
of the youth choir and sings in worship periodically. Every other year
Abby takes an active role in the children’s musical and in May, they
performed a vocal solo during worship that moved the congregation
deeply. They recently collaborated in the delivery of a sermon along
with the Rev. Dr. Todd McDonald. Abby told a story about the beauty of
generosity from their own life. The divine spirit in Abby is shown by
Abby’s love to be with God’s people in worship and around worship.
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Henry Rogler (St. Paul’s United Orillia, Shining Waters)

In her 3rd year at Lakehead University in Orillia, Henry takes time
throughout the year to be a great asset to the AV team at St Paul's as
well as the church in general. On Sunday mornings she helps set up
mics, audio connections, cameras, and AV software as well as navigating
the church’s YouTube channel. She runs the live audio for most services,
but can also run the PowerPoint, the cameras for streaming, or the
audio streaming in a pinch.

Matthew Tyhurst (St. John’s United Georgetown & Glen Williams,
Horseshoe Falls)

Matthew lives out his faith by volunteering within the UCC, the Halton
Hills community, and the Horseshoe Falls region. He sits on the HSF
Regional Council Business and Way Forward Committees, and Youth
Forum. As Youth Forum Leadership Animator, he created and led a
webinar to engage people in the election process. Matthew volunteered
on the Audacious Hope Planning Committee and has applied to sit as a
youth delegate on the General Council Executive and to represent the
UCC at an upcoming World Council of Churches event. Matthew has
spoken to the Halton Hills Town Council about power plant expansion
and shifted many votes to reject it. He has spoken and marched against
a number of harmful policies with Halton Hills Climate Action. In his final
year of high school, Matthew was Senior Co-Chair of the Halton District
School Board Environmental & Global Leadership Committee. He has
volunteered with on the Ontario Youth Parliament and the Town of
Halton Hills Co-Op, working on civics matters and climate curriculum.

Paulina (Polly) Vargatoth (First United Church Ottawa, Eastern Ontario
Outouais)

Polly is a bright and creative spirit who has blossomed as a leader at
First UC. At 16, she was elected to Council, the youngest in this role. She
served on the Intergenerational Committee to enliven across-
generations ministry. During COVID she was part of the AV team, while
studying at Trent University. She co-leads the Rite 13 youth group (a
confirmation program) in faith-based conversations and community-
building activities. For 18 months the search committee for a new
minister captured her attention as many as four times per week. Polly is
big on social witness. Among other causes, she has been involved in
activism calling on RBC to divest from funding fossil fuel exploration.
This year she starts on the candidacy pathway to diaconal ministry.
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