
Here are suggested post-viewing 
questions to encourage conversation:

1. Ask an opening objective question 
about the film, such as, “What 
scenes or spoken phrases remain 
with you at this moment?” Such 
a question allows everyone to 
participate and answers refresh 
people’s memories of what they’ve 
just seen.

2. A reflective question can then take 
the conversation deeper, and allows 
viewers to relate what they’ve seen 
to their own lives. “Where did the 
film remind you of an experience 
of your own?” 

3. Invite participants to share their 
own analysis of the film’s content 
with an interpretive question such 
as, “What is the social significance 
of this film?”

4. It’s important that people have 
the opportunity to think of, and 
articulate what can be done . . . by 
themselves and their communities. 
A decisional question might be, 
“What’s the moral imperative for 
the individual today?” or “How can 
we engage constructively in this 
challenge to Canadian society?”
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DR. PETER BRYCE was Ontario’s first Chief of Public Health; 
his innovations were copied across North America. In the 
early 20th Century, as the medical officer with oversight res
ponsibilities for Canada’s Residential School System, Bryce 
identified the shortcomings of the system’s response to 
malnutrition and tuberculosis. His reports on the epidemics 
and recommendations for their remedy were set aside by 
senior government officers and he was relieved of his duties. 
In 1922, Bryce published Story of a National Crime, describing 
the tragic consequences. 

The documentary Finding Peter Bryce reveals that not 
all settler peoples were blind to the injustice inherent in 
Canada’s residential school system and the effects of those 
shortcomings. If citizens were blind to the issues, it was 
a willful blindness. Dr. Bryce’s perspective was in sharp 
contrast to that of civil servant Duncan Campbell Scott, whose 
tragic role as deputy superintendent of the Department 
of Indian Affairs is outlined in the film. But First Nations’ 
children’s advocate, Cindy Blackstock points out that many 
of us today find ourselves making similar decisions when 
there is pressure to conform. Each of us must choose how we 
respond to the challenge of reconciliation.

Metis children at the Dawson City, Yukon residence



More resources are listed here:
The Story of a National Crime – 
Peter Bryce.  https://tinyurl.com/
storyofanationalcrime
The Final Report of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 
https://tinyurl.com/reporttrc
Wrongs to Rights – Mennonite Church of 
Canada. https://tinyurl.com/wrongstorights 
Yours, Mine, Ours – Mennonite Church of 
Canada. https://tinyurl.com/yoursmine
oursmennonite
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples. https://tinyurl.
com/rightsofindigenouspeoples

All Canadians are treaty people and the is-

sues raised by the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission of Canada must be resolved – a 

long process. Canadian churches agree that 

we must provide resources to encourage 

responsible citizenship. Council’s support of 

the production of the documentary, Finding 

Peter Bryce is part of its commitment to 

contribute to reconciliation efforts between 

Settler and First Nations Peoples.

2430 Wertheim Court 

Richmond Hill, ON L4B 1B9

Tel. 9057715124

Tel. 8002358822

Website: www.tucc.ca


