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Shaun Loney Workshops Addressed the Church's Role in our Communities  

One of the opportunities that the church has as it develops its response to God’s call for justice is the 

opportunity to serve as a communications network for great innovations in social justice.  The January 19th 

& 20th workshops featuring the wisdom of Shaun Loney were a demonstration of the church doing just that 

– getting the word out!  More than 120 attendees joined the workshops on the two days. 

Shaun’s message, for those who didn’t make it to the event at Trinity United Church in Newmarket, is best 

discovered through his books (at https://www.encompass.coop/books) or for the impatient, by searching 

his name and speaking engagements on Youtube.   

What you’ll find is a challenge for those of us raised in the environment of colonialism, where for receipt of 

a handout, we relinquish control of our own efforts. Shaun’s story telling details how colonialism came to 

Canada and is best exemplified through the government’s relationship with First Nations.  His challenge to 

us is that, as we invent solutions to local problems, we must spend just as much time learning how to 

communicate with government and foundation funding sources to be sure that we’re in the right lineup.  

As Shaun points out, in the case of Canadian foundations, 3.5% of their $70 billion wealth is distributed 

annually as charitable contributions.  96.5% of their wealth, however, is invested in profitable ventures.  

Will we join the 3.5% or the 96.5% lineup?  It’s a question, for those of us in the church, of whether we value 

our own work. Our work is a valuable contribution to social welfare and cost reduction represents 

profitability.   

Shaun is critical of the non-profit sector’s propensity to give away the results of their creativity and effort.  

He described the evolution of his own understanding as his non-profit organization, BUILD, solved many of 

the Winnipeg community’s challenges – employing the hard to employ, enhancing nutrition, strengthening 

family development and the reduction of environmental degradation.  These, not construction projects, 

were his real products! He’s gone on to launch more than 12 non-profit ventures.   

Look around, he says, what are the challenges your community faces?  Our churches – 3,000 of them within 

the United Church of Canada – can serve important roles in community. Innovate, invest and invite another 

generation to join us in God’s work, and don’t sweat the small stuff!  
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